Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School, Horncastle

NEWSLETTER 2

October 2009
Contents

o Forthcoming Events o Have Your Cake and Eat It/
o [nternational School Award o Cualling All Food Lovers
o French & German Exchanges e Wool Needed
o School Councillor o Parents’ Association News
o  Gardening Club o Assessments Are Changing
e  Healthy Eating o Student News

Dear Parents

Didn’t the school look fabulous on Open Evening? Students and staff worked so hard to make it a brilliant evening.
I know many of you came to look around and I think you will agree that, as ever, our students make the evening
extra special. | was very impressed with all the Sixth Form guides who showed visitors around the school and the
senior team, Chris, Helen, Ryan, Megan and Ross who did a sterling job welcoming people as they arrived. Open
Evening is very much a team event with support staff, teaching staff and students all working together and going that
extra mile. It was a very busy but lovely evening and thank you to those parents who, once again, were the unsung
taxi heroes.

There are more exciting events for you to get involved with this half term. The Parents’ Association are hosting the
Lincoln Hospital Brass Band on Sunday here at QEGS. The Brass Band concert is in aid of the Air Ambulance
appeal; it starts at 7.00 pm in the Main Hall. Entrance is free but there will be a collection at the end in aid of the
Air Ambulance. | hope you will be able to come along and enjoy the music and support a good cause.

Our own fundraising for in-house projects continues. If you haven’t yet bought your 300 Club Ticket, there is still
time. It’s an easy way to help school with a good chance of a return on your £10 investment!

Just prior to half term we are offering an enticing combination of a delicious meal and a chance to shop at our own
Flavours and Fayre of Lincolnshire evening. Tickets are available from the school office with the added offer of a
ticket price that includes a cook book! There is more information inside this newsletter.

With this newsletter there should be some ballot papers and instructions about how to cast your vote in the Parent
Governor election. It is good to see so many parents wanting to get involved. All votes need to have been cast by
Friday 16™ October.

Rehearsals are underway for this year’s school production; Oliver. There are nearly 150 students involved in the
performance and it promises to be a truly wonderful production. The first performance is on Tuesday 1% December
with subsequent shows on the Wednesday and Thursday nights. We take a break on Friday 4™ December for the
Parent Association’s Christmas Fair before going onto the final performance on Saturday 5™ What a week!

I look forward to seeing you there. Thank you for your continued support.

Mhs H, Payne
Headteacher
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
THE LINCOLNSHIRE HOSPITALS BAND
Charity Concert for Air Ambulance

SUNDAY 4 OCTOBER -7 PM

Free Admission
Donations gratefully received

Thursday 22 October at 7.30 pm Friday 27 November at 7.30 pm
FLAVOURS AND FAYRE OF LINOLNSHIRE THE BAGHUDADDIES

A pre-Christmas Market Wild and infectious mix of Balkan brass, Middle Eastern
flavours




INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL AWARD

We are currently finalising our application for the
International School Award. This is the first time we
have applied. It is a chance to plan for some new
projects as well as celebrating some of the many
things we already do that have an international
dimension. As part of a sporting partnership with 9
other schools in Lincolnshire, we are trying to
establish a link with a school in Ghana. It is a really
exciting development and | hope to have more
information for you in the next newsletter.

FRENCH & GERMAN EXCHANGES

The school has a long history of successful exchanges
and we have built-up excellent relationships with our
partner schools in France and Germany. As some
parents will already know, new government
regulations regarding CRB checks are coming into
force this year. Can | take this opportunity to thank
all our host families, and for their forbearance with the
paperwork that the CRB checks will create. The
Exchanges are fabulous and could not take place
without the support of our parents.

SCHOOL COUNSELLOR

For two years we have been using an organisation
called CASY to provide access to a School Counsellor
for students at QEGS. This service is in addition to
help that students can get from their Form Tutor or
Head of Year, Peer Listeners or the School Nurse.
We have been fortunate enough to secure two School
Counsellors who will be working with students over
the coming year.

GARDENING CLUB

Mrs Horton has set up a new gardening club with the
intention of growing fruit and vegetables. She is keen
to collect the Gardening Vouchers provided by
Morrisons; there is a collecting box in front of the
School Office. Mrs Horton is keen to hear from
parents if they have any gardening equipment or
materials that they would be willing to donate. She
has already got plans in place to create some raised
beds ready for a bumper crop of strawberries next
year!

HEALTHY EATING

In line with government regulations we are having to
make some changes to our catering provision. Any
product that contains chocolate (apart from those
made with cocoa powder) must be withdrawn from
our menu. Also at break-times there are limits on the
type of cakes and biscuits that can be sold. Miss
Brooks is looking at lots of alternatives and has been
trying new things out on the menu. Parents may be

interested to know that the catering department now
publish the menu for the week ahead each Monday.
Miss Brooks the Catering Manager, is keen to work
more closely with the School Council.

HAVE YOUR CAKE AND EAT IT!

Mrs Berwick has revealed a hidden talent! Her recipe
for a Parsnip & Maple syrup cake has got her into the
final of the Good Food Show. This is definitely a first
for QEGS and we were thrilled to see her cake in the
Good Food Magazine. The staff have volunteered to
help out with the quality assurance of any future
recipes! All our good wishes go with her to the final
later on this year.

CALLING ALL FOOD LOVERS!!

Kuseka, one of the Malawi World Challenge teams, is
organising a coach trip to the Good Food Show at the
NEC in Birmingham on Saturday 28" November 2009.
This is an opportunity to sample the food and drink on
offer as well as to spot famous television chefs such as
Jamie Oliver, Gordon Ramsey and the stars of
MasterChef. The coach will depart from QEGS at
7:00am to arrive at the NEC for 10:00. We aim to arrive
back at school for 7:30pm having left the NEC at
around 4:30, enabling you to spend the whole day
exploring the trade stands and exhibitions. Tickets cost
£35 per person, over 60s and under 12s £32; anyone
aged under 16 must be accompanied by an adult. To
reserve your seat, please email Mr Wright at
swrightp@aqegs.lincs.sch.uk. We will collect payments
once we know exact numbers but they are limited so
email early to avoid disappointment!

WE NEED YOUR WOOL!

Romania always has harsh, very cold winters. Mrs Linke is involved in knitting much
needed blankets for children, many of our school age who are living in a Romanian O
rphanage. They have very few material things, and keeping warm over the next few

months is a priority.

If you have any odd balls of wool (preferably double knitting or chunky) please bring it
to school and hand it to Mr Linke in the Maths Office.

Your wool will help a child who is far less fortunate, and make the harsh winter more
bearable.

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION 300 CLUB

This is quite a recent fundraising venture. It is easy to join,
involves a one-off £10 payment and then you can sit back
and see if you win any of the 10 draws that will take place
throughout the year. More details accompany this
newsletter. The more members, the more prize money and
the more money we make to help students at QEGS.
Application forms need to be returned by 23 October


mailto:swrightp@qegs.lincs.sch.uk

STUDENT NEWS

Lincoln Triathlon 2009

On Saturday 26" September, 11 brave QEGS students took
part in the Lincoln Triathlon. There were some great
individual performances and all of them demonstrated real
determination. Well done to Thomas Olivant & Tristan
English (Y7), Dan Dalton, Freddie Payne, & Richard
{YAOGKO,y0uX 5FA&8 hQbSAff
Aaron Hoodless, Kelly Hoodless and Sanijit Sathya (Y11).
Derbyshire Tour

Miss Cooper organised another successful sporting tour
this year. The U13 Netball team won all their matches
apart from one ¢ against Ashbourne U15 squad. The Ul4
Hockey squad was equally successful triumphing in all their
matches except the one against Ashbourne Hockey Club.
Well done to all the girls; they were excellent ambassadors
for the school.

ACU British Youth Champion 2009

Well done to Josh Waring (Y11) who pulled off another
great victory to take the 2009 Quadcross Championship.
His victory was even more remarkable considering the
engine of his quadbike seized-up and he raced the entire
day with a hole in his tyre!

Squash

Dominic Price (L6) recently won both the U19 and
U17 tournaments to make him County Champion at
both age groups. Mark Hurrell (Y8) won the U13 title
and was in good company with Jamie Fixter who was
runner-up. Oliver Fixter (Y9) played well to become
runner-up in the U15 tournament.

Challenge Awards 2009

On Tuesday evening we were treated to some excellent
presentations from this yel NX2 &
The evening started with Kez Smithson-Whitehead &
Hakeen Gbadebo talking through their summer school
exploits on the Headstart programme. David Neal outlined
the activities he had been involved in on a MedSim course
in Nottingham. Lauren Williams travelled to London for a
week to participate in a West End Stage School. Nearer to
home, Toni Keal, Christie Staples and Joanna Meng got
creative with blu tac for an art project. Simeon Corke
worked on a grand scale to create his graffiti design. Joe
Ritjakis impressed everyone with both his performance
and production skills as he played the CD he recorded this
summer. Molly Burrows amazed everyone with her inter-
faith investigation based on Leicester. Not only did she
create an inspirational presentation, she also provided
samples of traditional foods that she had discovered on
her travels. Henry Bourn gave a poignant talk about his
tour to Poland with the Lincolnshire Youth Symphony
Orchestra. He was particularly moved by his visit to
Auschwitz. Ruby Frankish, Holly French, Joely Bullen,
Heather Johnstone and Katrine Burford-Bradshaw
climbed Mount Snowdon for their challenge. They raised
over £1000 for a local charity and were photographed
wearing QEGS blazers on the summit! ¢ g2 2 F ¢
Upper Sixth regaled us with tales of their expedition to the
Lakes. Myles Denton & Morgan Lucas were also at pains to
educate the audience about geology! Three members of
the L6 (Sophie Brass, Victoria Marshall & Natalie Poole)
gave a wonderful presentation about their guiding trip to
Switzerland. Their photos were amazing. The evening was
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brought to an end with a colourful and entertaining
presentation from the girls who went to India (Meera
Murali, Laura Thompson, Emma Finn and Lauren Franklin).
They spoke with enthusiasm and passion about the people
they had helped and the places they visited. We wish the
girls well as they head-off to university this autumn.

to attend the evening and are preparing articles for the
website.

Outward Bound Ullswater

In the summer term two students were selected to go on an
Outward Bound course sponsored by Lincolnshire County
Council. In August Matthew Fido (L6) and Alicia Hawkins
(Y11) had to make their own way to the Lake District before
spending a week canoeing, climbing, abseiling and mountain
walking. They met and worked with other students from
across Lincolnshire. They worked hard and did the school
proud.

Y7 Engineering Challenge

On Monday 21% September, the RAF and BAE Systems
brought an engineering roadshow into school. The entire
year group were highly entertained with a high-energy
drama performance showcasing engineering. Later in the
afternoon, 7B were tasked with an excellent engineering
challenge. They did brilliantly. It was a great afternoon and
we hope to get them back into school another time.

Lincolnshire Schools Rounders Final

Welldone to the Y9 team wh
Champions. Erin Read led her team of Chloe Maltby,
Jasmine Roberts, Gabrielle Price, Rebecca Young, Charlotte
Bishop, Amelia Jonsen, Clare Russon, Lucy Hibberd and

I GMepdiRMcdade hoLvikt&ry/ (THe®dr 10 team also put in a
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great performance to finish 3™ overall in their tournament.
Well done to everyone who took part.

Aside from her sporting success, Lucy Hibberd has secured a
place in the Lincolnshire Youth Symphonic Wind Band this
year. Not only does she play the clarinet but she also
achieved her Grade 5 Flute this summer!

Y7 French & Biology Joint Project

As part of our Language College plans, MFL teamed-up with
the Biology department to run an ecology fieldtrip at the end
of the summer term. The students had to use the correct
French words for the animals, plants and insects they
discovered on their fieldtrip.  Five students produced
exemplary presentations and were presented with a book
prize in assembly. Well done to Joe Wilkinson & Freddie
Payne in 8A and James Law, Alice Mundy & Robert Porter in
8GK.

Guiding Centenary Celebrations

Well done to Sarah McMullan (U6) who has been selected
to go to Australia at the end of this year to represent the
UK Guiding movement. Sarah has to raise £2500 to pay for
her trip and she has been busy fundraising at every possible

(i oppor&unitk Ike has sold cakes, done raffles, cleaned away

cobwebs and organised chocolate bingo! | know she is keen
to thank everyone who has helped her with the fundraising.
We are looking forward to hearing all about your trip.

Please let us know about any other successes and
achievements so we can include them in the next newsletter.

NE &






Assessm

ents are changing — see how and why.

After detailed consultation last year, the school has changed its assessment processes. You
will still receive Interim Assessments 3 times a year, but they will be far more detailed, and
at Key Stage 3, National Curriculum sub-levels will be used to set targets and measure

attainment.

Stages 4 and 5, GCSE and A level grades will be used.
A fuller explanation will be available shortly on the website, and an explanation will
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Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School Interim Assessment

Autumn 2009

Andrew Andrews 7A
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) °2| 82 EE| o2 |33 Clearly Andrew loves
) W | << << | O« | £E2 Subject 1 and is doing
Subject 1 5A | 5C 1 1 1 4 well.
Subject 2 5A 5B 3 3 1 |
Subject 3 4A 3B 2 3 1 Although his at_tainment
Subject 4 5B 4A 2 3 1 is good for Subject 2,
Subject 5 5B 4A 2 3 2 there are difficulties
Subject 6 5B 4C 3 4 4 with organization and
I.C.T X attitude. Why?
Mathematics |
Music Andrew will not gain a Merit Why is Andrew negative about
P.E. Certificate this term i he Subject 6? Clearly he does not
RS would need to be scoring a lot bring his books or do his
Science more Grade 1s for Attitude, homework.
Technology Organisation and Independent

Learning.

Key to assessment descriptors:

Attitude
1
2
3
4
5

A consistently positive attitude to deiarttirs subject

A mainly positive attitude to learning

Often positive but inconsistent and sometimes off task

A reluctant attitude to learning

A frequently negative attitude to learning is hampering progress

Organisation

1
2
3
4
5

Always comes to lessons fullgpesl

Usually organised with correct equipment
Sometimes forgetful with books/equipment/work
Often fails to bring correct equipment/completed work
Lack of organisation has a serious impact on learning

Independent Learnirfgjomework and independent raskasi)

1

2
3
4
5

All independent tasks completed to a high standard
Independent tasks routinely completed to a high standard
Basic tasks completed

Significant gaps in independent learning tasks

Lack of independence has a serious impact on learning



